
 

 

Your English work this week will be to write set of instructions and link it to something that you have 

done during lockdown. I know that lots of you have been practising your baking skills so you might 

want to write a set of instructions to tell me how to bake a cake. Some of you have experimented 

with new art techniques – your instructions could tell me how you created one of your favourite 

pieces of art. If you’ve been camping in your garden, how about writing some instructions on how to 

pitch a tent, or make a camp fire? You could even tell me how to plan and host a VE day street party! 

The choice is yours, but before you get going, we need to recap what a good set of instructions will 

need to include.  

 

The following pages, broken down into daily tasks, will give you the skills to write your own set of 

instructions by the end of the week.  

 

Work through these carefully!  

 

This funny video shows what happens when instructions are not clear! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ct-lOOUqmyY 
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WEDNESDAY – LO: to identify features of instructions 

 

Task 1 

We have written instructions at school, so have a think back and see if you can remember some of 

the key features of instructions. What will you need to remember to include? 

 

Write these down in your book under today’s date and LO. 

 

When you’ve had a think, watch the video below and see if you remembered the main features that 

Stephan mentioned.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-how-to-write-instructions/zrvtscw 

 

Task 2 

Imperative verbs are an important feature of instructions. Sometimes we call them bossy verbs 

because they tell us, or instruct us, to do something. They tend to appear at the start of sentences. 

Have a look at the sentences below. Can you spot the imperative verbs (you could write them down in 

your book, or circle them if you have printed off this sheet)? 

 

1. Put your coat in the corner. 

2. Turn off the hot water tap! 

3. Run carefully so you don’t trip. 

4. Put your hand up to ask a question. 

5. Mix all the ingredients together carefully. 

6. Shut the door quietly so the baby doesn’t get disturbed. 

 

Task 3 

Have a think about the instructions that you want to write. In your book, make a list of the 

imperative verbs that would be useful for you to use. If I was going to write instructions for how to 

bake a cake, I might come up with these ideas: 

  

 

 

Can you practise starting your 

sentences at home using 

imperative verbs! Remember 

to tell your family that you 

are practising them, 

otherwise they will think 

you’re very bossy! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks1-ks2-how-to-write-instructions/zrvtscw


Task 4 

Follow the imperative verbs through the maze to see which naughty pirate stole the hidden treasure. 

 

 

  



Task 5 

Can you find the 15 imperative verbs hidden in this wordsearch? 

 



 

THURSDAY – LO: To identify and use adverbs to add detail to verbs 

 

When we write instructions, it is important that we put all of our steps in the correct order. This is 

called writing in chronological order. 

 

Adverbs give us more information about a verb. Remember, you will be using imperative verbs in your 

instructions. We can use adverbs of time to give us more information about when that verb should 

take place. 

 

Eg: Before you put your cake in the oven, check it is at the right temperature. 

 

Can you spot the imperative verb and the adverb of time that has been used to add detail? 

(Put = imperative verb; Before = adverb of time) 

 

Task 1 

Look at the following passage about Emma’s journey and fill in the missing gaps with the correct 

adverb of time from the box at the top. 

 

 

  



Task 2 

Look at the adverbs of time in the table below. 

In your books, write 5 or 6 sentences, using a different adverb of time each time. Underline the 

adverb that you have used, neatly. 

Here is my example: Later that day, John went to the shop with his mum to buy a new pair of 

trainers. 

 

 

Task 3 

When you write your instructions, you might also want to use adverbs to describe how the verb 

should be done as well as when it is done. 

Eg Finally, carefully place the pie in the oven. 

 

Adverb of 

time 

  adverb of manner – how it is done 

 

Look at these sentences: 

1. Put your coat in the corner. 

1. Turn off the hot water tap! 

2. Walk to the park and play with your sister. 

3. Put your hand up to ask a question. 

4. Mix all the ingredients together carefully. 

5. Shut the window so the wind doesn’t blow the papers away. 

 

Can you add an adverb of manner to add more detail about how the verb should be carried out? Write 

the sentences out in your book neatly. 

HINT: a lot of adverbs of manner end in -ly – see the list above for some examples or use your own! 

Make sure it is appropriate for the sentence and makes sense. 



FRIDAY – LO: to plan and write a set of instructions  

Today you will be writing your instructions using the skills you have been practising this week. 

(imperative verbs and adverbs of time and manner) 

You will need to plan and then structure your instructions carefully. Here are some tips. 

 

Task 1 

Make sure you are clear on the order of events that you will need to follow. In your book, you might 

want to make a flow diagram to show the order of events that you will need to follow. Remember, 

your instructions won’t make sense if they are not in order – imagine putting a cake in the oven before 

you have added all the ingredients! 

Here is my flow diagram to remind me of the steps to make a cake. 

Can you spot where I have had to purple-pen edit my work because I missed out an important step! 

Remember to check your plan carefully. Ensure it makes sense and that your steps are in the right 

order! 

 

 

  



Task 2  

Look at the WAGOLL of a good set of instructions. I have marked up the key features that you will 

need to ensure you include in your instructions. 

 

 

Task 3 

Write your instructions! Check them when you have written them. Depending on what you have 

written instructions for, you could ask someone to follow them and see if they are successful. 

Title 

Introduction 

You could 

include 

rhetorical 

questions here 
Equipment 

Include a list of 

all the things 

you will need. 

Numbered 

steps to show 

chronological 

order. 

Adverbs of time 

to show when 

each step needs 

to occur. 

Imperative verbs – to give clear instructions for what you need to do. 

Adverbs of manner to show how you should carry out the verb. 

A closing paragraph to say what 

the end result should be. 

Extra detail – like 

a warning for 

example. 

Remember to 

include useful tips if 

they will help 

someone to follow 

the instructions. 

*Remember: 

Keep your writing 

clear and concise! 
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