


Inferring Characters’ Feelings
Each of the following slides shows an extract from the 

adventure story ‘Cole’s Kingdom’. Read each one and answer 
the inference question, building your response using the 
prompts. How can you tell what the character is feeling? 

What clues are there to help you?

You may wish to come up with your own
feelings words, using a thesaurus.



How is Cole feeling? Use evidence to justify your answer.
Read the extract.

Choose a word to describe 
how Cole is feeling.

excited happy helpless

desperate confused pleased

Find some words or phrases in the text 
which provide evidence for your choice.

Finally, write your response.

Cole is saying ‘please’ a lot which shows 
that he is desperate. He also asks what is 
going on because he is confused and 
helpless.

“Wait!” he yelled desperately, sprinting uphill
as fast as he could. “Come back!”

The mouse didn’t slow.

“Please!” Cole was panting already. The slope
was steep but the mouse bounded tirelessly
upwards, clutching the strange golden disc
with its tail.

Cole felt powerless. Liam would have caught up
with the mouse in the blink of an eye and Mara
would have outsmarted the creature with a
trap or a trick of her own. It was all that Cole
could do to keep running and pleading. “Please,
I need you to tell me what’s going on!”

“Wait!” he yelled desperately, sprinting uphill
as fast as he could. “Come back!”

The mouse didn’t slow.

“Please!” Cole was panting already. The slope
was steep but the mouse bounded tirelessly
upwards, clutching the strange golden disc
with its tail.

Cole felt powerless. Liam would have caught up
with the mouse in the blink of an eye and Mara
would have outsmarted the creature with a
trap or a trick of her own. It was all that Cole
could do to keep running and pleading. “Please,
I need you to tell me what’s going on!”



How is Cole feeling? Use evidence to justify your answer.
Read the extract.

Choose a word to describe 
how Cole is feeling.

afraid angry desperate

calm nervous excited

Find some words or phrases in the text 
which provide evidence for your choice.

Finally, write your response.

Cole feels nervous – he mutters to himself that
the wolf is ‘intelligent and won’t eat you’. This
shows that he is trying to calm himself down
because he is afraid about what the wolf
might do. He also feels afraid – he can hear a
dangerous rumble under the wolf’s words.

Cole clutched the circular ornament in both
hands and it slipped and slid in his fingers,
damp with sweat. The wolf was so close to his
face that he could smell the hot stench of meaty
breath.

“The king will be most pleased,” she said.

Her tone was soft but Cole could still hear a
dangerous rumble hidden under the words.
“Follow me.”

Suddenly, she was marching off towards the
castle gates and, to Cole’s amazement, so was he.
He didn’t remember making the decision to
follow his new and most unusual companion,
but his feet seemed to have taken control of his
actions. He pocketed the metal disc and exhaled
slowly.

“It’s OK,” he muttered to himself. “It’s all OK. It’s
a talking wolf. It’s intelligent and won’t eat you.
It’s probably just giving you a tour of the palace.
It’s fine.”

Cole clutched the circular ornament in both
hands and it slipped and slid in his fingers,
damp with sweat. The wolf was so close to his
face that he could smell the hot stench of meaty
breath.

“The king will be most pleased,” she said.

Her tone was soft but Cole could still hear a
dangerous rumble hidden under the words.
“Follow me.”

Suddenly, she was marching off towards the
castle gates and, to Cole’s amazement, so was he.
He didn’t remember making the decision to
follow his new and most unusual companion,
but his feet seemed to have taken control of his
actions. He pocketed the metal disc and exhaled
slowly.

“It’s OK,” he muttered to himself. “It’s all OK. It’s
a talking wolf. It’s intelligent and won’t eat you.
It’s probably just giving you a tour of the palace.
It’s fine.”



How is the woman feeling? Use evidence to justify your answer.

Read the extract.

Choose a word to describe 
how the woman is feeling.

angry irritated calm

sad frustrated excited

Find some words or phrases in the text 
which provide evidence for your choice.

Finally, write your response.

The woman feels angry as she ‘yelled’ at her
children. This shows that she is very cross
with their behaviour. She also feels frustrated.
She asks, “How many times have I told you…”
This shows that this is not the first time that
her children have behaved badly.

"I didn’t raise my children to behave like hooligans!"
yelled the silhouette, who turned out to be a stout
woman with a rolling pin held menacingly in her
hand.

"But Mum, it's for a good cause…" protested Meeka.

Cole looked up at the woman who was glowing in the
light from the cottage windows. She was surprisingly
short and stocky with very short hair and olive skin.
Her face was flushed and her grey eyes were scrunched
with determination.

“…it’s for the Resistance,” Meeka continued, her voice
trailing off nervously.

The woman in the doorway threw up her hands. "How 
many times have I told you not to get yourselves 
involved with that lot?" 

"I didn’t raise my children to behave like hooligans!"
yelled the silhouette, who turned out to be a stout
woman with a rolling pin held menacingly in her
hand.

"But Mum, it's for a good cause…" protested Meeka.

Cole looked up at the woman who was glowing in the
light from the cottage windows. She was surprisingly
short and stocky with very short hair and olive skin.
Her face was flushed and her grey eyes were scrunched
with determination.

“…it’s for the Resistance,” Meeka continued, her voice
trailing off nervously.

The woman in the doorway threw up her hands. "How 
many times have I told you not to get yourselves 
involved with that lot?“



How is Meeka feeling? Use evidence to justify your answer.

Read the extract.

Choose a word to describe 
how Meeka is feeling.

hopeful irritated calm

sad frustrated afraid

Find some words or phrases in the text 
which provide evidence for your choice.

Finally, write your response.

Meeka is feeling hopeful as she tells her mum
that they have a change of getting the seal
back. She also feels frustrated – she grumbles
when her mum tells her not to get involved.
Meeka clearly wants to help rescue the seals so
she is frustrated that her mum won’t let her.

As the Derians tramped from the square, Meeka 
couldn't contain herself. "I hate him, I hate 
him! He’s just rubbing it in. That seal belongs 
to us."

Piog nodded and Yognar sighed. "It hardly 
changes things, Meeka,” said Yognar wearily. 
“We didn't have the seal before and we don't 
have it now."

"But Mum, now he has them all! Plus, now we 
have a chance of getting it back."

Yognar stopped dead. "Don't you dare, my girl. 
I'm warning you – no more foolish schemes. I 
don't want the Resistance bringing you home 
from the palace in pieces, you hear me?"

Meeka grumbled but said nothing more.

As the Derians tramped from the square, Meeka 
couldn't contain herself. "I hate him, I hate 
him! He’s just rubbing it in. That seal belongs 
to us."

Piog nodded and Yognar sighed. "It hardly 
changes things, Meeka,” said Yognar wearily. 
“We didn't have the seal before and we don't 
have it now."

"But Mum, now he has them all! Plus, now we 
have a chance of getting it back."

Yognar stopped dead. "Don't you dare, my girl.
I'm warning you – no more foolish schemes. I 
don't want the Resistance bringing you home 
from the palace in pieces, you hear me?"

Meeka grumbled but said nothing more.



How is Cole feeling? Use evidence to justify your answer.

Read the extract.

Choose a word to describe 
how Cole is feeling.

anxious frustrated relaxed

excited angry nervous

Find some words or phrases in the text 
which provide evidence for your choice.

Finally, write your response.

Cole feels anxious talking to the crowd as,
when he speaks, his voice is ‘unnaturally
high-pitched’. This shows that he doesn’t feel
comfortable or confident talking to the room.
He is also nervous – he ‘garbled’ which shows
that he is rambling rather than talking
calmly to the crowd.

Cole’s heart seemed to freeze in his chest.

Redbush knew who he was and why he was
here.

A great deal of murmuring broke out in the
small basement room, and Piog and Meeka
stepped away from one another to reveal him.
He blanched under the stares of every pair of
eyes. “Uh, hi,” he said, his voice unnaturally
high-pitched.

Redbush spoke to him from the front of the
room, fixing him with a steely gaze. “I can only
assume, since you have chosen to stay in Felrin
today, that you wish to be of assistance to us.”

Cole’s habit of talking when he was nervous
was what saved him. “Yes,” he garbled. “The
king told me that I could come back whenever I
wanted to learn magic and – and I thought
that might help.”

Cole’s heart seemed to freeze in his chest.

Redbush knew who he was and why he was
here.

A great deal of murmuring broke out in the
small basement room, and Piog and Meeka
stepped away from one another to reveal him.
He blanched under the stares of every pair of
eyes. “Uh, hi,” he said, his voice unnaturally
high-pitched.

Redbush spoke to him from the front of the
room, fixing him with a steely gaze. “I can only
assume, since you have chosen to stay in Felrin
today, that you wish to be of assistance to us.”

Cole’s habit of talking when he was nervous
was what saved him. “Yes,” he garbled. “The
king told me that I could come back whenever I
wanted to learn magic and – and I thought
that might help.”



How are the citizens of Felrin feeling?
Use evidence to justify your answer.

Read the extract.

Choose a word to describe 
how the people are feeling.

defeated happy emotional

overwhelmed sad irritated

Find some words or phrases in the text 
which provide evidence for your choice.

Finally, write your response.

The citizens feel happy – when the rain
starts, children are ‘splashing in the water’.
This shows that they are pleased that the
rain has come and they are enjoying it. They
are also emotional. Yognar has ‘tears
cascading down her cheeks’ as she ‘gazed’ at
the sky. This shows that she feels quite
overwhelmed by the situation.

As it disappeared beyond the houses and
streets, the sky above their heads turned from
stark blue to a cool, milky grey and a light rain
began to touch upon the noses and foreheads of
the townsfolk.

The citizens of Felrin were beside themselves 
with delight. 

Piog and Meeka ran up and down the square, 
holding out their hands to catch raindrops, 
while Yognar gazed up at the sky with tears 
cascading down her cheeks. Friends and family 
were embracing; children were splashing in the 
water that was tumbling out of the well and 
onto the floor.

As it disappeared beyond the houses and
streets, the sky above their heads turned from
stark blue to a cool, milky grey and a light rain
began to touch upon the noses and foreheads of
the townsfolk.

The citizens of Felrin were beside themselves 
with delight. 

Piog and Meeka ran up and down the square, 
holding out their hands to catch raindrops, 
while Yognar gazed up at the sky with tears 
cascading down her cheeks. Friends and family 
were embracing; children were splashing in the 
water that was tumbling out of the well and 
onto the floor.




