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Sheet Primary School
Making a difference for every child.
SP8: School Assembly Policy
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AIM OF DOCUMENT: To ensure that school assemblies meets Statutory Requirements. 
IN EVENT OF CONCERN/QUESTIONS: Contact the owning governor, contact details available through the school administrator. 
HOW DOES THIS DOCUMENT HELP THE CHILDREN? 
Ensures that there are regular opportunities for the children to be together and experience moments of awe and wonder, share concepts through knowing about other cultures and compare with own religious feelings or experiences. 
Monitoring Plan for policy: 
Owning governor to attend an assembly as part of planned monitoring. 
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COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
POLICY
SHEET PRIMARY SCHOOL
“Collective worship should offer pupils opportunities to explore and share beliefs; consider the importance of prayer, meditation and silence; consider the relevance of ideas and beliefs to their own lives; think about the needs of others and develop a sense of community and appreciate the importance of religious beliefs to those who hold them. Collective worship also offers an opportunity to re-affirm, interpret and put into practice the values of the school. It provides a time to celebrate the various achievements of members of the community that are held to be of worth.”
National Curriculum Council Spiritual and Moral Development
Mission Statement
We consider that our acts of collective worship are an important part of our learning day. These provide valuable opportunities for us all to reflect upon a variety of spiritual, moral, social and cultural experiences. 

We embrace assembly times because it allows us to come together as a school community to share thoughts, develop a common ethos and reflect on our world around us as well as reflect on otherness and greatness. 

Our school community thinks that it is important to recognise achievements to acknowledge success. We believe that truth, honesty, fairness and integrity are central to a fulfilled life and value the importance of reflecting on incidents, events and individuals that personify these virtues. 

We understand that though we should strive to create a better future, we are also rooted in the past, reflecting this through celebrating and commemorating key festivals, anniversaries, as well as, religious and cultural diversity. 

Fundamentally, we value the importance of developing the ‘inner’ as well as the ‘outer’ life of our children. 

The Law -Statutory Duty of the School 

The Butler 1944 Education Act formalised the requirement for every school to have a daily act of collective worship. Further to these guidelines in accordance by law as stated by The Education Reform Act 1988 and more recent papers by the Department for Education Circular 1/94, published in 1994, requires that at Sheet School, we: 

· Provide a daily act of assembly for all pupils. 
· Provide an assembly which 'is broadly Christian character'. 

The law allows us to:-
 
· Provide assemblies in appropriate groupings within the school. i.e., the whole school does not have to meet together. 
· Provide assemblies at any suitable time during the school day (It does not have to be first thing in the morning). 
· Hold assemblies in any place within our school building or grounds. 

The head teacher is responsible (under the School Standards and Framework Act 1998) for arranging the daily collective worship after consulting with the governing body. 
The aim of collective worship 
‘The purpose of collective worship is to foster the spiritual growth of both the individual and community. A school's collective worship allows participants, in an inclusive manner, to encounter and reflect upon a variety of important and widely held values, attitudes and beliefs.’ 

As suggested by SACRE - STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL for RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
We at Sheet consider that assemblies:- 

· Provides opportunities for children, if they wish, to worship their God through responding to the opportunity offered. 
· Stimulates children’s thinking onto another plain or dimension. 
· As stated by law, reflect on values that are of a broadly Christian nature. 
· Enable pupils to reflect on their own beliefs about otherness and greaterness. 
· Develops and promotes a community spirit, a common ethos and shared values. 
· Reflects spiritual and moral issues through reinforcing positive attitudes. 
· Fosters a sense of enquiry and interest in a range of religious, spiritual, moral, social, cultural and wider life issues that link to identified key concepts. 
· Provides opportunities to promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 
· Reflects a mainly Christian nature that provides experiences from a multi-cultural (secular) and multi-faith (religious) stance exploring key religious and cultural festivals, religious key events and anniversaries. 
· Celebrates successes and promotes talent. 
· Provide the opportunity for us to recognise and remember our school values: Perseverance, respect, kindness, positivity, effort

Implementation 

Assemblies , will: 

· Be acceptable to the whole school community, children, staff, parents and governors. 
· Include a variety of elements at different times. 



· Have a common structure throughout the school and will include elements such as, music, poetry, songs as well as visual stimuli. 
· Include times for prayer, reflection, contemplation or quiet times. 
· Involve the children, whether on a spiritual or/and physical level. 
· Be well planned for, evaluated and reflected upon to inform future collective worships. 
· We use Picture News as a stimulus for our weekly whole school assemblies which offer a weekly primary pack created for children aged 5 – 11. The resources are designed to expose children to current affairs, discover their interests and bring the world closer to their everyday lives.
· Picture News is used to inspire and engage in real-life learning that they can impact and influence!
· 
· During a school assemblies will involve three whole school, one Key Stage and one class session.

Resources
 
We have a variety of resources in school, which include books, posters and artifacts. Materials can also be borrowed from surrounding schools and the Hampshire RE centre. 

Arrangements for Withdrawal 

All parents have the right to withdraw their child from all or part of collective worship, however, as with RE, we at Sheet believe that every child has a right to reflect on their own personal experiences and viewpoints, whilst exploring and reflecting on the lives of others. 

Monitoring, Evaluation and Review 
The school will review this policy once every three years and assess its implementation and effectiveness. The policy will be promoted and implemented throughout the school. Assemblies will be regularly monitored by the Headteacher a regular basis. 
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