
Herons Cycle B  
 

YEAR 3/4 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
READING 

Guided/ 
shared 
reading 
VIPERS 

  
 
Vip 
 
 
 
 

Links to science topic – 
Rocks. Great for 
expanding vocabulary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Links to history topic – 
Stone Age to Iron Age. A 
timeless tale with good 
writitng quality and an 
imaginative plot. 

 

Highly recommended 
read aloud story 
recently turned into a 
film. This is a heart-
warming story of how 
humans impact the 
world around us and 
what it means to be 
alive. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Links to history 
topic – Ancient 
Civilization. 
 

 

 
Engaging read aloud 

text by a popular 
children’s author. 

 

 
 

Links to science, 
inventing and famous 
inventors. 

Class 
Reader 

 

 
Year 3 recommended 
read. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Humorous and engaging 
text with good character 

descriptions. 

 
Year 3 
recommended 
read and 
geography 
link. 
 

     

            
 

           
          
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 4 
recommmended 

read. Links to 
popular children’s 
illustrator that the 

children are 
familiar with. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 4 recommended 
read. 

 



  

Poetry    
 
 
 
 
 

  

      
 

Similes, metaphors, 
rhyme and 

personification. 

  
 
             

 
 
 

Performance poetry 

 

Writing  

Theme             Magic & wonder Hope & healing          Overcoming adversity Confidence and 

caution 

From mystery 
to discovery 

Stimulus     
 

   
 

 
 
 

 
for writing 

• Key text 

• Poetry 

• Film 

 
 
 
 
 
Writing journey (KSH) 
 
 
Instructions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing journey (LS)  (4 wks) 
Diary 
Descriptive writing 
Narrative 
 
 

Poetry - Haikus and  
Tankus  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas – Bear and the 
Hare (2 week unit) 
Story wriritng outcome 
 

 
 
 
 
Writing journey (KSH) 3 
weeks) 
Setting description 
Persuasive letter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
Writing journey (LS) 
Narrative – Character 
                     Setting 
Writing in Role 
Poetry 
 

  
 
 
 
Writing journey (LT) 3 wks) 
Short news report 
Diary entry 
Character description 
Advertisement 
Own version of a traditional tale 
) 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 

 

 

Similes and metaphors 
Setting description  
Diary writing 
 

 
 
 
 
Writing journey (LT) 3 weeks) 
Warning posters 
 warning announcements 
alternative endings 
performance poetry 
 letters of apology 

 
 
Writing Journey (LS) 
Comic strip 
Newspaper 
Diary 
Non-chronological report 

 
 
 
 
Writing journey (LT) 
Postcards, setting 
descriptions, non- 
chronological reports, 
message in a bottle letters 
Sequel (mystery narrative) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Writing journey (LS) 
Narrative 
Argument 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 

 - Denotes main outcome 

Genres Narrative: Non-fiction: Narrative: Non-fiction: Narrative: Non-fiction: Narrative: Non-fiction: Narrative: Non-fiction: Narrative: Non-fiction: 
  Instruction 

writing  
 

Story writing 
Diary entry 
Setting 
descriptions 
 

I  
 

Setting 
description 
Persuasive 
letter 
Dilemma 
narrative 

Persuasive 
letter 
 

Own version 
of traditional 
tales 
Diary entry 
Setting 
description  

News report 
Advertisement 

 

Warning 
posters 
Alternative 
endings 
Comic strip 

Performance 
poetry 
Letters of 
apology 
Newspaper 
report 

Postcards, 
setting 
descriptions, 
message in a 
bottle letters 
Sequel 
(mystery 
narrative) 
 

non- 
chronologic
al reports, 
Argument 

             

             
             

             

Writing Writing to instruct Narrative to inform  Narrative to entertain Narrative to entertain    . 

purpose   
 

 Narrative to entertain and 
inform. 

Narrative to entertain. 

Grammar Prepositions 
imperatives 

Expanded noun phrases 
Conjunctions 

Sentences with more than one 
clause 

Punctuating speech 

Punctuating speech       

 

 


