
Kestrels Cycle A 
 

YEAR 5/6 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

READING 

Guided/ 
shared 
reading 
VIPERS 

 Letters from 
the 
Lighthouse -
Emma 
Carroll 
(VIPERS) 

Earth 
Shattering 
Events –  
Robin 
Jacobs (LT) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Running 
Wild – 
Michael 

Morpurgo 

The 
Explorer Katherine 
Rundell (LS VIPERS) 

 
Darwin’s 

Voyage of 
Discovery 

– Jake 
Williams 

(LT) 
 
 

Can You 
see me? 

(Lit 
Shed) 

Script reading for Summer 
production 

Opportuit
ies for 
extra 

reading 
exposure 

 Reading 
comprehensions 

on: 
Ada Lovelace 

Dame Vera Lynne 
Rationing 

Battle of Britain 
Properties of 

Materials 
Christianity 

Reading 
comprehensions 

on: 
Extreme Earth 

Basketball 
Gymnastics 
History of 
computing 

 

Reading 
comprehensions 

on: 
Explorers 
Hockey 

Badminton 
 

Reading 
comprehensions 

on: 
Evolution and 

inheritance 
America 

Blues music 
Tennis 

Reading 
comprehension 

on: 
Football 

Swimming 
Light 

African music 
 

Script reading for 
Summer production 



End of 
Day 

Reader 

  The Boy at the 
Back of the Class 

 

The Boy at the Back of 
the Class 

 
 

 
 

 

My Heart is a 
poem 

 

Impossible 
creatures  

 

The Final Year  

 

WRITING 

Theme  Prejudice and displacement Overcoming adversity, 
friendship, love, Evolution and 
inheritance 

Overcoming adversity, 
friendship 

Finding freedom, friendship, 
good vs evil 

Fate vs. Free Will  

Stimulus Grammar, spelling and 
handwriting focus using 
Natural Curriculum 
resources – link to WW2 
where possible.  
 
If time use ‘Beyond the 
Lines– Lit Shed (10 sessions) 
 

The Last 
Bear – 
Hannah 
Gold (LT – 
15 
sessions) 

 
 

Holes – 
Louis 
Sachar (Lit 
Shed) 

Alma  
(Literacy Shed) 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 

for writing 
• Key text 

• Poetry 

• Film 
Denotes 
main 
outcome 

Wrting journey 
1) Setting description 
2) Letters 
3) War Poetry 

 
 

Writing journey  
1) Character profile 
2) Figurative description 
3) Dialogue 
4) Monologue 
5) Logbook entry 
6) Non-Chronological 

report 

Writing journey 
1) Predictions 
2) Personification 
3) Fred’s argument 
4) Setting description 
5) Write in role  
6) Narrative writing 
7) Figurative language 
8) Biography 
9) Sequel 

Writing journey 
1) Setting description 
2) Narrative 
3) Letter writing 
4) PLayscript 

 

Writing journey 
1)3rd Person Narrative 
2)Setting Description 
3)Emotions 
4)3rd Person Dual Narrative 
 

Writing journey 
Transition writing project TBC 
Directed by TPS and for all 
Primary schools. 
 

Writing Entertain Inform Entertain Inform Entertain Inform Entertain Inform Entertain Persuade   

 



purpose  

 

 

        Discuss   

Grammar 
revision 

 

Colons, semi colons, adverbs, 
prepositions, ENP, figurative 
language – similes and 
metaphors 

Subjunctive form 
Passive verbs 
ENP 
Modal verbs 
Relative clauses 
Commas to clarify meaning 
Bullet points 
 
 

Headings and subheadings 
Conjunctions 
Noun Phrases 
Fronted adverbials (commas) 
Inverted commas 

Formal and informal writing 
ENP 
Fronted adverbials 
Parenthesis 

Inverted commas 
Modal verbs 
Layout devices 
Colon 
Passive 
Cohesive devices  

  

 


